
Automotive

What’s thIs sector all about?
Simply put, the automotive sector is all about car 
sales and maintenance. They’re responsible for 
everything from roadside recovery to sorting out 
your MOT, and play an essential role in keeping 
the country running. 

What kInd of salary can I 
expect to earn?

Wages can vary quite a bit in this sector, 
dependant upon your skills, whether you are a 
specialist in a specific area, and the size of the 
business you are working for. If you are working 
in body repair you will likely start at around 
£13,000, rising with experience. Roadside 
assistance and recovery workers will start at 
a higher wage of around £20,000, reflecting 
their irregular hours and long shifts. In a sales 
position, you will usually start at around £12,000 
but will also have commission to consider. 

What kInd of envIronment 
Would I be WorkIng In? 

If you are looking to repair vehicles in a 
commercial environment, you will most likely be 
based in a garage, though roadside assistance 
workers will obviously be out and about dealing 
with breakdowns. You could also work in vehicle 
sales, and in this case you will be working out of 
a vehicle showroom. 

hoW does thIs sector compare 
to others across the country?  

Employing over 700,000 people, the automotive 
industry is a very popular sector, especially 
for apprenticeships due to the practical skills 
involved. This sector has also been affected 
dramatically by pressure to go green, seeing the 
CO2 emissions of new cars fall by 25% in the 
last ten years.

Where Is the Work most 
concentrated?

Thanks to the nation’s love of cars, garages can 
be found all across the UK, as can showrooms, 
though these are usually on the outskirts of cities 
(leaving more room for your test drive!).

Almost every industry relies on transport in some form or 
another. Whether it’s receiving a goods delivery or driving 
to meet a client, all vehicles must be maintained to keep 
the country moving.

the vauxhall astra Is the most popular 
fleet and busIness car In the uk

the yearly turnover of the 
automotIve sector Is over £60 

bIllIon

there are around 2,350 uk companIes 
that consIder themselves automotIve 

supplIers, employIng over 82,000 people



Where to begIn
If you think this is the sector for you, read on 
to learn more about how you can kick off your 
career...

apprentIceshIps
There are a few apprenticeships you can undertake to get into 
this sector. As part of an apprenticeship you will gain relevant 
qualifications, usually in the form of an NVQ, diploma, BTEC, or even 
a degree! They are ideal for people who want a practical role as they 
learn whilst gaining valuable employment experience. People with 
apprenticeships tend to progress far quicker than those without, as 
the skills they learn are directly suited to the workplace.
Roadside Assistance and Recovery • Vehicle Body and Paint 
Operations • Vehicle Fitting • Vehicle Maintenance and Repair • 
Vehicle Parts Operations • Vehicle Sales

a-levels
A-levels are the most popular gateway into university and are much 
sought after by employers. Relevant A-levels for this sector include:. 
English • Maths • Business Studies • Engineering • Physics

foundatIon degrees
A foundation degree combines the university lifestyle with practical, 
hands on work. It’s similar to a cross between an apprenticeship and 
an honours degree. They are often used as gateway qualifications to 
a full time degree as they count towards its completion. They usually 
take two years to complete and you’ll divide your time between the 
workplace and the university campus.    

degrees
Degrees in this sector are generally geared towards the technical 
roles, as many of the skills needed are practical. There are several 
types of qualification, and which you obtain depends on your field of 
study. Bachelor of Arts (BA) and Bachelor of Science (BSc) degrees 
are the most common in this sector. Most degrees take three years to 
complete full-time, though for some roles, you will require additional 
training. 

college courses
A college course is another way to get into this sector. For more 
information on which colleges offer courses in your region, check out 
www.careersworld.co.uk.

motor vehIcle technIcIan
If you love dealing with fiddly inner 
workings, life as a motor vehicle 
technician could be for you. Technicians 
(or mechanics) repair and service vans, 
cars, motorbikes and more, dealing  
with a large variety of makes and 
models. You’ll need strong practical 
skills, and to be a good problem solver. 

bus and coach 
maIntenance technIcIan

In this role, you will be working on and 
around large road vehicles. Buses 
and coaches have to travel thousands 
of miles regularly, requiring constant 
maintenance to minimise breakdowns. 
New models and parts are constantly 
replacing outdated versions, so you’ll 
need to develop a broad range of 
knowledge to keep up! 

body and paInt 
technIcIan

Professionals in this area are responsible 
for improving a vehicle’s appearance, 
whether after a bump or scrape or 
because someone just fancies a 
change.You’ll need great attention 
to detail for this role, as you’ll need to 
visualise how the car is supposed to 
look. 

breakdoWn engIneer
Most motorists have suffered a 
breakdown at some point, and roadside 
engineers are the guys that come to your 
rescue. In this role, you will need a good 
knowledge of mechanics, and could be 
dealing with a huge variety of different 
vehicles with limited supplies. You’ll 
need great driving skills, as you may find 
yourself towing your customer’s car to a 
local garage. 

fIttIng technIcIan
The role of a Motor vehicle fitter, (also 
known as fast-fit technicians) is to 
repair or replace the tyres, batteries, 
exhausts, and other smaller parts of 
vehicles. Usually, this will be carried out 
in a workshop while the customer waits, 
meaning you will need good service 
skills for dealing with the public. 

parts operatIve
Parts professionals work with the public 
as well as trade to provide spare and 
replacement parts for vehicles. You’ll 
need a working knowledge of vehicle 
mechanics for this role, as well as great 
admin skills for ordering specialist parts. 

car valet
If you take pride in cleaning, a role as a 
car valet could be for you. Valets clean 
vehicles from top to bottom, both inside 
and out. You’ll need good attention to 
detail for this job, as well as the patience 
to scrub away any nasty stains.

automotIve sales
If you reckon you’ve got the gift of the 
gab, perhaps a sales role could be for 
you. In vehicle sales, you could be 
selling either new or used vehicles, 
explaining technical specifications whilst 
negotiating with customers. It’s also 
likely you’ll be working on commission, 
offering you extra motivation to sell.

The British love their cars, and  we’ve put together a list 
of some of the most popular related positions for you to 
consider.

Career Choices

Automotive

An automotive career isn’t all about overalls 
and grease... 

Much of the work on today’s precision vehicles 
is based around computer diagnostics and the 

industry requires highly skilled and qualified people. 
We are also looking for customer focused people for 

our Customer Service roles.  

Work for one of the UK’s leading car manufacturers 
Babcock offers Apprenticeships and Advanced Apprenticeships with 
some of the biggest names in the industry including BMW Group Fiat 

Group, Ferrari, Hyundai, Isuzu, John Deere, Mazda, Subaru, Royal Mail, 
Volkswagen Group as well as the best of local independent dealers. 

Find the career that’s right for you
We offer apprenticeships across a number of specialisms, so whether 
you want to be working directly with the cars or the customers, our 

specialist recruitment team will find the right role and place of work for 
you to start building your career. 

Freephone: 0870 013 0325 
Email: automotive@babcockinternational.com 

www.babcockinternational.com/automotivetraining


